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Spoiler Alert

This presentation engages with themes 
and images from the 1995 cinematic 
masterpiece, Se7en. 



but why?

- Closer to God 
- Dualism 
- Temptation
- Dissent 

Titian. (c. 1570). Adam and Eve. Museo del Prado. Erich Lessing Culture and Fine Arts Archives. 
Artstor. https://jstor.org/stable/community.18122709



Outline for today

Explore 08.

Overview00.



Overview of 
Critical AI 

Key concepts and frameworks for Critical AI 
Literacy



To be critical, we have to be literate.

Critical approaches take time.

-

Computer Technology Ltd. (1972). minicomputer. Science Museum Group. Open: Science 
Museum Group. Artstor. https://jstor.org/stable/community.26399390

If AI output makes sense, it’s because we make sense of it.



“we face real and hard choices 
between investing in humans and 
investing in technology. Because the 
brutal truth is that, as it stands, 
we are very unlikely to do both.” 
- Naomi Klein, 2023



Meredith Broussard, More Than a Glitch

“Social fairness and mathematical fairness are different.
Computers can only calculate mathematical fairness.”



Technochauvism

“Technochauvinism is a kind of
bias that considers computational solutions to 

be superior to all other solutions.”



These tools carry forward existing inequities 
and bias in research space.

● False foundations
● Lack of choice

○ Included in the package
○ Undocumented decisions          

● Community connections

-

Dante’s Inferno ms. Urb. Lat. 365 fol. 10r The Levels of Hell. (c.1480). Biblioteca 
apostolica vaticana. https://jstor.org/stable/community.13732308



there has been a lot of hype
In 2024, U.S. private investment 
reached $109.1 billion

Mariko Mori. (1991). The Emperor’s New Clothes [Silkscreen 
on clear vinyl, security lock hanger, chrome]. 
https://jstor.org/stable/community.14282330



The Black Box



Polarizing Perspectives on AI

👍 with techno-optimist / hype / utopia on the one hand

󰗭 and doomers / criti-hype / dystopia on the other

https://umbau.hfg-karlsruhe.de/posts/don-t-believe-the-criti-hype


The 7 Deadly Sins



01
GLUTTONY



Our current capacity to build sustainably also cannot keep pace with the 
datacenter construction necessary to support Gen-AI. (Bashir et al., 2024)

● Cradle-to-grave 
● Electricity
● Water

gluttony

1000 TW = 1000000000000 kW = 2000000000000 liters = 800,000 Olympic sized pools 
                          



Enshittification playbook

Service Degradations of Cultural Institutions/Tragedy of the Commons

4-5% of the internet is indexable

is more better?



OpenAI’s Sam Altman wastefully using 
Graza Drizzle olive oil for searing 
application. 🧐😒🙄. 





02
GREED



The push for productivity – should that even be a value?

greed

                          

We refuse to view AI as a purely disruptive technology that 
will inevitably automate away our labor force. We believe 
and we will fight for policies that ensure that AI is going 
to make our workers more productive, and we expect 
that they will reap the rewards with higher wages, better 
benefits, and safer and more prosperous communities.

- JD Vance, Paris AI Summit, Feb 2025

DRAFT - March 5, 2025

3. Use & Application

These competencies enable individuals to 
effectively leverage artificial intelligence tools 
to enhance collaboration, streamline daily work 
routines, and foster innovation. By 
understanding how AI can improve 
communication and automate tasks, 
individuals can integrate these tools into their 
workflows to boost productivity…

ACRL AI Competencies for Library Workers



greed

“Generative AI is heralded as the engine of a new industrial revolution 
(World Economic Forum, 2024), yet we lack evidence on its economic impacts 
outside laboratory settings and case studies (Brynjolfsson, Li and 
Raymond, 2025; Noy and Zhang, 2023).” (Humlum and Vestergaard, 2025, p. 
33)



“You can see the computer age 
everywhere but in the 
productivity statistics” - 
Robert Solow, 1987 The Solow Paradox



The tech dream is predicated on the nightmare of others

greed 

Searcey, D., Lipton, E., & Gilbertson, A. (2021, November 29). Hunt for the ‘Blood 
Diamond of Batteries’ Impedes Green Energy Push. The New York Times.



03
SLOTH



labor

Glad Day Press. (1923). Industrial Workers of the World (I.W.W.) -- 4-Hour 
Day -- Join The I.W.W. For A New Dawn. Courtesy of the Richard F. Brush 
Art Gallery. https://jstor.org/stable/community.32009294



“AI will save you time”

Neoliberalism and Time



Do MORE with less 



Research is not a checklist

We should question about our 
motivations to rush through 
everything 

RESEARCH IS NOT LINEAR



“Kairos is fundamentally an argument against 
timelessness” – Drabinski

“Time, as kairos, allows us to uncover the 
pernicious issue at the heart of information 
literacy—namely, information literacy is a construct 
developed for and taught within the broader context 
of the neoliberal university, which embraces a 
skills agenda.” – Nicholson

Kairos and Chronos

“Saturn Devouring His Son” by Francisco Goya, c 
1820-1823



Celebrate Creativity 

Industrial Workers Of The World (I.W.W.) -- Thief! The Worst Thief Is He Who 
Steals The Playtime Of Children. (1917). Courtesy of the Richard F. Brush Art 
Gallery. https://jstor.org/stable/community.10632354

Industrial Workers Of The World (I.W.W.) -- Slow Down -- Respect Yourselves -- Protect Yourselves. 
(1917). Courtesy of the Richard F. Brush Art Gallery. https://jstor.org/stable/community.18606969



● A global organization of 
researchers and designers 
interested in critical AI 
practices to serve the 
people, not corporations 

● 3 frameworks: 
○ Small AI

○ Ancestral AI 
○ Esoteric AI 

https://aixdesign.co

Slow AI 

https://aixdesign.co


“Slow librarianship is a process, not 
a destination; it is an orientation 
towards our work, ourselves, and 
others that creates positive change. 
It is an organizational philosophy 
that supports workers and builds 
stronger relationships with our 
communities.”

–Meredith Farkas

Slow as Resistance 

Industrial Workers Of The World (I.W.W.) -- Slow Down -- Respect 
Yourselves -- Protect Yourselves. (1917). Courtesy of the Richard 
F. Brush Art Gallery. https://jstor.org/stable/community.18606969



04
PRIDE





Amplifying

Hofmann, V., Kalluri, P. R., Jurafsky, D., & King, S. (2024). AI generates covertly racist decisions about people based on their dialect. Nature, 633(8028), 147–154. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-024-07856-5

systemic bias

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-024-07856-5








Conflagrations aren’t new. 
In Web 2.0, hallucinations 
popped up by way of 
misinformation. Think 
cheeky Wikipedia edits.



05
WRATH

Wrathful Offerings to the Great Black One (Mahakala). (18th 
century). https://jstor.org/stable/community.32398568 Hieronymus Bosch. (c. 1500). The Seven Deadly Sins; detail of Wrath. Museo del Prado. Scala 

Archives. Artstor. https://jstor.org/stable/community.14493790



Turf Wars

Who gets to be the expert 
with AI on your campus? 



When AI turns Evil





"It came to our attention last night that the 
current version of the Tessa Chatbot, running 
the Body Positive program, may have given 
information that was harmful and unrelated to 
the program," the group said in a statement. 
"We are investigating this immediately and 
have take down that program until further 
notice for a complete investigation."





Artificial Whiteness
“AI is a technology that serves whiteness by advancing its
imperial and capitalist projects. In the hands of a flexible
expert industry, AI has been used to advance neoliberal visions
of society, to sanction projects of dispossession and land
accumulation, and to naturalize mass incarceration and sur-
veillance.”

Yarden Katz



AI is not your friend



06
ENVY

Hieronymus Bosch. (c. 1500). The Seven Deadly Sins; detail of Envy. Museo del Prado. Scala Archives. Artstor. https://jstor.org/stable/community.14493790



Shiny Object Syndrome

Library jobs change and evolve, but sometimes the 
profession chases after implementation without being 
thoughtful of implications.

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1z7dtpZYVJFCyWbUscJDtmxqPJ-a2Y3rT/preview


AI poised to…





Our schools will teach students how to 
manage, how to supervise, and how to 
interact with AI-enabled tools as they 
become more and more a part of our 

everyday lives.

JD Vance, Paris AI Summit, Feb 2025 



07
LUST



“The average American has, 
I think, fewer than three 
friends…and the average 
person has demand for 
meaningfully more, I think 
it's like 15 friends….The 
average person wants more 
connection than they have,”







Esoteric AI 

● Invites us to trouble 
the tendencies to 
describe magical 
qualities to AI 

● Doing so obscures the 
technological workings 
of AI as well as the 
human (nd non-human) 
labor that sustains it





Relationality + LIS
“In a broader political economy that values 
productivity above all, and values relationality 
only insofar as it encourages productivity, these 
relational skills are rarely intentionally 
cultivated. And because library work is a part of 
this broader system of ideals around labor, the 
work that goes into relational aspects of library 
work is often made invisible or labeled as “the 
soft stuff ” despite the centrality of 
relationships and connection to library 
services.” – Anastasia Chiu, Veronica Arellano
Douglas, Joanna Gadsby, Alana Kumbier, and Lalitha NatarajRuth Asawa, Desert Plant (1965)



The Soft Stuff

The strength we bring to our 
work is relational



What are some of the unseen impacts of AI on your work?
What of the work that you do would you like to surface?

Discuss:



^NOT



Conversations about AI can’t start with 
the technology. 

They have to include society and the 
weighted context for its inputs. 

Relationships. 
Hierarchies. 
Inequities. 



Research
Research consultations can be 
unpredictable.

It’s about the research journey, not 
finding the source.



Trust

Industrial Workers Of The World(I.W.W.) -- Sabotage. (1917). Courtesy of the Richard F. Brush Art Gallery. 
https://jstor.org/stable/community.18606955

Students need to feel safe and 
comfortable seeking assistance from 
libraries and librarians. 



The Last Mile



Classroom Examples of Critical AI 
Literacy



Critical AI Praxis

https://lib.uw.edu/about/intro/mvv/ai-values-framework/


In Closing

Everyone has a part to play 
in the resistance.

Ask the right questions 

AI can’t replace human 
connection





questions?



Critical AI Toolbox
Resources + Citations

http://bit.ly/3FwqAi7









explore 

activities

goals

evaluation

Mercury is the closest 
planet to the Sun

Venus is the second 
planet from the Sun

Despite being red, Mars 
is actually a cold place





what sets us apart

Mercury
Mercury is the closest 
planet to the Sun and 

the smallest one

Venus
Venus has a beautiful 
name and is the second 
planet from the Sun

Mars
Mars is actually a very 
cold place. It’s full of 

iron oxide dust



Venus
Venus is the second 
planet from the Sun

Jupiter
It’s the biggest planet 
in the Solar System

the program

Mars
Despite being red, Mars 
is a cold place

Saturn
Saturn is a gas giant 
and has several rings



Mercury
It’s the closest planet 

to the Sun

Venus
Venus is the second 
planet from the Sun

Jupiter
Jupiter is the biggest 
planet of them all

Saturn
It’s composed of 

hydrogen and helium

our academic areas

Mars
Mars is actually a very 

cold place

Neptune
It’s the farthest planet 

from the Sun





notes
In Se7en, a serial killer and detectives are confronted with access to the same literature, the 
same basic knowledge, but come to very different conclusions. 

Closer to God is a theme

This is a theme with AI as well – for every perceived “good thing” it can do, there is an equal 
and opposite bad thing. So what is it? Good or bad? 


