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Goals for 
today

▫ Learn to apply and adapt the concepts in this 
session for your personal teaching lenses

▫ Create at least one idea for incorporating this 
type of instruction into your teaching 
environments

▫ Come away with at least one idea from this 
session or another participant on how to teach 
information skills that students can replicate 
within their communities
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What types of 
information 
literacy skills 
do you most 
often teach 
your students?
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I’m interested in 
redefining 
information 
literacy to include 
our students’ 
communities & our 
students’ needs 
outside of 
academia Photo from unsplash
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First, some background

First, some 
background



About 
Bakersfield 
College

▫ BC has an unduplicated headcount of 
36,830 

▫ BC serves a community with an 18.3% 
poverty rate and a low literacy rate

▫ The majority of our students are first 
generation college students.  

https://www.bakersfieldcollege.edu/scorecard/student-profile
https://www.bakersfieldcollege.edu/scorecard/student-profile
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/kerncountycalifornia
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/kerncountycalifornia
https://nces.ed.gov/surveys/piaac/skillsmap/src/PDF/California.pdf


About 
library 
instruction

∎

▫ The librarians teach about 3 sections of our 1 
unit for-credit course, LIBR B1: Introduction to 
Library Research, each semester.

▫ Additionally, we teach 8 library research skills 
workshops each semester (4-5x each)

▫ We also teach tailored one-shots (library 
orientations) 



LIBR B1 
Student 
Learning 
Outcomes

1. Differentiate between ethical uses of information 
and plagiarism and recognize the importance and 
elements of citation.

2. Locate sources relevant to a research topic by using 
advanced search strategies and techniques on the 
internet and in databases.

3. Evaluate the credibility and quality of research 
sources using established criteria

4. Assemble a range of print and electronic 
college-level sources relevant to a research topic



Before Fall 19… Although I did some small 
redesigns, I kept the course 
focused on finding specific source 
types and evaluating those 
specific source types. 

● There was no room in the 
syllabus to explore 
understanding information as 
a whole

● All skills focused on finding 
academic information for 
academic contexts 



Fall 2018 course schedule



I 
didn’t 
like it

▫ This method did not give students skills to 
evaluate any type of information they might 
come across outside of an education 
setting–they only learned how to evaluate 3 
distinct types of sources. 

▫ This method felt very stifling as I felt unable to 
show students the many varied ways 
information functions in the 21st century.



Course 
redesign 
time!

I spent the summer of 2019 
redesigning the course for my 
Fall 2019 section.



Fall 2019 course schedule



Currently 
(Fall 2021)

The final iteration focuses on 
teaching students information 
skills in a way that encourages 
students to replicate these 
skills in their daily lives. 



Fall 2021 
Course 
Schedule



5 new 
course 
sessions

1. Understanding sources (information cycle)
2. Evaluating sources with the DAPPR test
3. Media literacy
4. Biases in information
5. Biases in research



Understanding 
sources
The goal of this initial class 
session is to help students sort 
out which sources are helpful 
for which type of information, 
and to help them understand 
what skills they are already 
bringing to the table. 



This activity 
helps students 

draw a 
connection 

between 
research skills 

they already 
have for their 

daily lives, and 
the research 

they will do in 
college.



DAPPR 
Evaluation 
A big part of the course 
redesign was based on an 
evaluation method I came up 
with that gives students a 
rubric for evaluating any 
source, which I named DAPPR. 



Initial activity 
allowing 

students to get 
their feet wet 

with DAPPR. All 
of the major 

assignments 
in the course 

require 
students to 

continue using 
DAPPR.



Media literacy
This session defines fake news, 
defines trustworthy 
journalism, and shows 
students how to separate facts 
from fiction in the news media 
landscape. 

https://spotthetroll.org/start


Biases in 
information
The goal in this session is to expose 
biases in the way information is 
created & distributed that students 
might not think about. We cover: 
paywalls, algorithms (and by 
extension, shadowbanning), filter 
bubbles, and conspiracy theories. 



The session 
ends with a 

discussion on 
what they plan 

to do with the 
new 

information 
they learned in 

class. 



Biases in 
research
This session allows me to help 
students understand why it’s still 
necessary to evaluate refereed 
research, as well as discuss who 
can access scholarly content. We 
discuss: paywalled academic 
articles, scholarly authors, and 
research with biased purposes. 



This discussion 
asks students to 

look at a 2012 
article that was 

retracted in 
2020 titled “Do 

pigmentation 
and the 

melanocortin 
system 

modulate 
aggression and 

sexuality in 
humans as they 

do in other 
animals?”.



What do 
students think?

A reflection essay in the final 
asked students to summarize their 
experiences in the class learning 
about research, including pointed 
questions about how learning 
about bias changed their concept 
of research, how they feel about 
research moving forward, and 
whether they would be sharing 
their new skills within their 
communities. 



“ I think this class has definitely helped me with my 
research for school and in my personal life. I know 
where to look and how to evaluate them. I also think 
having all of these resources makes research a 
whole lot easier.  

I really like these resources and will also be sharing 
them with my other classmates in different classes 
because not too many people probably know about 
this, especially people who are new to BC so this 
could really make research so much easier.



“ At the beginning of the semester, I knew some 
things about research, but the class expanded 
more on things I was already familiar with. Many 
of the skills I learned I now use on my own outside 
of class, and they will undoubtedly help me in 
future classes. 



Think & Pair - 7 mins
I will put you into breakout 
rooms for 7 minutes. During 
this time you will brainstorm 
with your partner(s) to create 
ideas for what you can do in 
your own classrooms based on 
the lessons I’ve shared today, 
then write it down in a shared 
Padlet. 

Share (debrief) - 8 mins
We will all come back to the main 
room. You will have 3 minutes to 
look at the Padlet and like or 
comment on any ideas that 
particularly resonate with you 
before we spend the remaining 5 
minutes debriefing via chat and 
unmuting! 



Questions? 

faith.bradham@bakersfieldcollege.edu
@faithbradham
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