
F O R  L I B E R A T I O NF O R  L I B E R A T I O N

CCLI Keynote, 2022
Photo from the Smithsonian Institute

https://airandspace.si.edu/learn/highlighted-topics/afrofuturism/claiming-space-symposium


afrofuturist meditation
CCLI 2022

"Dirty Computer" album cover, 
Janelle Monae



Jennifer Brown
WELCOME

WHO I AM

She/her/hers
Black American
Undergraduate Learning & Research Librarian
Speculative fiction author
Community Manager, We Here
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I'm Not
An expert.
Or my ancestor's wildest dreams.
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LAND
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Muwekma Ohlone & Lisjan Ohlone lands,
Alameda County and Contra Costa County
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GENDER VIOLENCE IN
MEXICO

Say their names: Debanhi Escobar & 26
currently un-named women in Nuevo Leon

CCLI 2022



Today's
Imaginings

DISMANTLING

 DREAMING

UNEARTHING

What is speculative
pedagogy, in practice?
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02
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How do we speculate
radically, yet responsibly?

What histories have we
buried, in favor of professional
"neutrality"?
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BURIED 

HISTORIES 





TOUGALOO NINE
"On March 27, 1961, nine Tougaloo College
students made a difference for all citizens
when they entered and read books in an all-
white public library in their successful and
non-violent event."
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ALEXANDER MCNABB
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LABOR INEQUITIES
The way libraries treat us speaks volumes.
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is is the act of unlearning systems of harm
and anguish, baked into the way we work;
it's learning how to carve out boundaries in
the workplace, so that we might rest and,
as a beloved colleague once told me, "Save
the best of ourselves, for ourselves." 

PEDAGOGY
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PARABLE OF
THE SOWER

"All that you touch, you change. All that you
change, changes you."
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HOW, THEN
Do we dream radically?
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RESPONSIBILITY
& Accountability
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speculative
pedagogies
What would you like the time & space to
speculate, dream, imagine, or (un)learn
today? 
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RADICAL
POSSIBILITIES

CRITICAL PEDAGOGIES

SPECULATIVE FUTURING

EMERGENT STRATEGY

CRT; disability studies; queer studies; etc.

When marginalized folks imagine
themselves into previously denied spaces
of thought, creation, and ways of being.

Fractal theory; analysis of systems &
cycles as being iterative; transformation
rooted in restorative justice.
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To place ourselves directly in the spotlight, to
be at the front of a classroom, for a roomful
of people to sit and listen to us is both
speculative fiction and an act of defiance,
refusal, and resistance.

"
"
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MY WORK
Small speculative things I've done & continue to do.
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MY WORK
Small speculative things I've done & continue to do.
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speculative
pedagogies
Now, imagine what liberatory,
speculative pedagogy(ies) might look
like within your own institution.

How do you imagine yourself
supporting that work?
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NOTHING
WITHOUT

 INTENTION 
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-SOLANGE KNOWLES
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LIBRARY
 RECKONINGS 
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All that we can do is surrender to
the unknown--the unknowable--
and be open to vast change.

"
"

-JAYNA BROWN
Black Utopias: Speculative Life
and the Music of Other Worlds






Closing
Questions
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