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GATHERING ONLINE:

LEVERAGING TOOLS FOR INSTRUCTION AND GROUP WORK IN THE
CLASSROOM AND BEYOND




3 main objectives

* Promote and increase use of Milner Library digital
collections

* Create projects that could be incorporated into instruction
and other types of outreach

* Encourage collaboration and rethinking assignments using a
variety of tools and methods

WHERE WE
STARTED

* Built courses with the findings of a working group assessing
digital humanities needs and activities on the lllinois State
University campus in mind

 Rapid transition to online instruction (including a drop in
Special Collections instruction)

* Need articulated by faculty for quality digital materials to
enhance/transform classes for online environments




COLLABORATION & GOALS

Focus on practical implementation in the classroom
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* Two class sessions: Using Scalar/visualization tools and creating maps

* Met with individuals and groups to troubleshoot, demo, expand on concepts

* Tools used: Canva, Tableau Public, DataWrapper, Google Maps, Scalar
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generations of townspeople with its mystery and brightness, and then in a
flash it was gone. Still, the memory beckoned to many fans and would-be
participants, and for some those famous welcoming words heralded more
than an entertaining show.

This exciting life took the form of performers and fans, owners and workers,
each making their way into that world in a different way. Animal trainers such
as Isaac Van Amburgh and later, Mabel Stark, found fame and

glory by inserting themselves into that world and showing an uncommon
fearlessness. James Bailey of the Barnum & Bailey show literally

ran away with the circus as a young teenager and spent years traveling as

an Advance Man, worked his way up to manager, and eventually

owned one of the largest circuses in the world. The Ringling Brothers, so
dazzled by the shows they saw as boys, went on to build a circus empire. And
the stories go on.

The rich, famous, and powerful, including royalty, wanted to meet and mingle
with circus stars and in turn the general population wanted a glimmer of that
experience near greatness. In the early days of the American circus the fans
compiled huge collections of cabinet cards, stereographs, and cartes de visite
featuring their favorite performers; the most dedicated fans went on to amass
thousands of documents, posters, photographs, letters, tickets, and more. The
fervor and the fever pitch can be felt through the traces of their experiences,
and through the call to be welcomed, if even for a moment, into that dazzling
world.

Version 6 of this page, updated 5/21/2021 | All versions | Metadata
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Lavivia Warren recounted about the wedding reception that the
Lincoln's held for them at the White House, “Mr. and Mrs.
Lincoln received us cordially. When Mr. Lincoln stooped his
towering form to greet us, there was a peculiarly quizzical
expression in his eye, which almost made me laugh outright.
Knowing his predilection for story telling, | imagined he was
about to utter something of a humorous nature; but he only
said, with a genial smile, ‘Mrs. Stratton, | wish you much
happiness in your union.” After receiving the congratulations of
all present, the President took our hands and led us to the
sofa, lfting the General up and placing him at his left hand,
while Mrs. Lincoln did the same service for me, placing me at
her right. We were thus seated between them.”

‘Some Recollections: The Story of My Marriage and
Honeymoon from Mrs. Tom Thumb's Autobiography.

." New York Tribune Sunday Magazine, October 7, 1906.

/70 s

rfitzsi12 44 mins ago
@ Public

the general population wanted a glimmer of that
experience near greatness

The New York Evening Post reported on the intoxicating
excitement the wedding produced that, *the buildings around
the church were crowded with spectators, and even the roofs
were occupied.” It goes on to note that the bridal party arrived
*.... amid the applause and exclamations of thousands of
feminine voices, who followed them, apparently losing all
sense of the proprieties and decorum which should govern
womanhood."

Marriage of General Thomas Thumb and Lavinia Warren, New
York Evening Post, 1863
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MENAGER'E ) show on earth ... The peerless

prodigies of physical
phenomena & marvelous living

<

Children’s book page spread showing a procession of Algerians, along with

FORONEOF GARL other performances featured as part of a visit to a circus menagerie.
eosccs bl
human curiosities
ospLA DM
i
Annotations of this media
The e 2
Hveoan
Fedor Jetichew wasa Russian sideshow prformer
who performe as*o-Jothe Dog-Faced Box” Fedor
Citations of this media ook tirwe ngusen
. . i 4 . § “By special pemit fomthe Czarof al he Russas,we
eibitforth st andonlytiminthe New World. THE
18% MOST PRODIGIOUS PARAGON OF ALL PRODIGIES

fury of anenraged m:

Jeftichew was successful, and atthe high of his popularity
he was performing more than twenty shows per day. He
alsosometimes performed as "The Human Skye Terrier™
witha backstory describing himas a bright boy witha
dog'sface”

Esi, HERE, Garmin, USGS, EPA| Historical Atlas of Canada, The At of Canada | st HERE

SR OTAILS  CITATIONS

https://scalar.usc.edu/works/circus-route-books-project/index

* CLIR Grant to digitize 100 years of circus route books (just ended)
* Scalar book to include narrative with route information

* Tools used: Scalar; ArcGlIS, Timeline JS, Histropedia JS, along with transcription work



https://scalar.usc.edu/works/circus-route-books-project/index
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How Women Changed the Nation
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Voices:

Sojourner Truth "Ain't I a Woman?"
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Suffrage Quarters Open Circus Day

RESPONSE AT FIRST REPUBLICAN CAUCUS OF 54TH
ILLINOIS GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CIRCA JANUARY 1925

g / Ida B. Wells-Barnett was a journalist who
wrote extensively about lynching and
injustices.

Suffragists in Convention ﬁ%qf%;;w% h«i o %: o .

Portrait of Ida B. Wells-Barnett
€. 1895
Suffrage Efforts in North Dakota

Ida Bell Wells-Barnett and Belle Squire founded
the Alpha Suffrage Club, the first African-
American suffrage organization in Chicago.
Wells-Barnett felt the time was right for African

After the 19th: Still Moving Toward

Illinois grants partial suffrage
American women to both advocate for voting & . : Democracy
power and use their voices for political influence. o Ida B. Wells forms the Alpha Suffrage Club
The activities of the club were instrumental in .
the election of Oscar DePriest, the first African The Construction of a Play
Dublin Core
1907 1908 [1909 [1910 1911 1912 [1913 [1914 [1915 [1916 1917 [1918 [1919 First Fruits of Suffrage = ——

Creator
Bonver, Flrence Filer, 1677-1960

https://library.illinoisstate.edu/exhibits/2020/suffrage/
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Rebecca Fitzsimmons
Special Collections Librarian, Milner Library, lllinois State
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