
G AT H E R I N G  O N L I N E :  
L E V E R A G I N G  T O O L S  F O R  I N S T R U C T I O N  A N D  G R O U P  W O R K  I N  T H E  

C L A S S R O O M  A N D  B E Y O N D



W H E R E  W E  
S TA RT E D

3 main objectives
• Promote and increase use of Milner Library digital 

collections
• Create projects that could be incorporated into instruction 

and other types of outreach
• Encourage collaboration and rethinking assignments using a 

variety of tools and methods

Timing 
• Built courses with the findings of a working group assessing 

digital humanities needs and activities on the Illinois State 
University campus in mind

• Rapid transition to online instruction (including a drop in 
Special Collections instruction) 

• Need articulated by faculty for quality digital materials to 
enhance/transform classes for online environments



C O L L A B O R AT I O N  &  G O A L S
Focus on practical implementation in the classroom 

Workshops developed by Special Collections Librarian and Scholarly Communications Librarian



D A T A  V I S U A L I Z A T I O NM A P P I N G

• Neatline

• Google Maps

• StoryMap JS 

• MapWarper.net

• Circle Plot

• Finding maps

• Tableau Public
• Data Wrapper
• Open 

Refine/Excel
• Finding open 

data sets



T R A N S C R I P T I O N

• Scripto (with Omeka)

• Oral History Metadata 
Synchronizer 

• From the Page

• ISU’s Decipher History

• Finding existing projects

T E X T  A N A L Y S I S

• Voyant

• HathiTrust       
Research 
Center 
Analytics

• Word and 
Phrase



D I G I T A L  P U B L I S H I N G

• Scalar

• Open license
images and

media

E X H I B I T S

• Omeka

• Dublin Core



W O R K S H O P  2

Same content, 3 projects:

Digital publishing

Exhibits

Maps/Timelines



S C A L A R  F O R  G RO U P S

• Two class sessions: Using Scalar/visualization tools and creating maps

• Met with individuals and groups to troubleshoot, demo, expand on concepts

• Tools used: Canva, Tableau Public, DataWrapper, Google Maps, Scalar





S C A L A R  I N  A C T I O N  
P U B L I C  C O M M E N T I N G

A N N O T A T I O N

S H A R E D  C O N T E N T



W H AT  D I D  W E  D O  T H I S  Y E A R ?

• Outreach

• Exhibits

• Collaborations



C I RC U S  RO U T E  P RO J E C T

• CLIR Grant to digitize 100 years of circus route books (just ended)

• Scalar book to include narrative with route information

• Tools used: Scalar, ArcGIS, Timeline JS, Histropedia JS, along with transcription work

https://scalar.usc.edu/works/circus-route-books-project/index

https://scalar.usc.edu/works/circus-route-books-project/index


W O M E N ’ S  S U F F R A G E  E X H I B I T

https://library.illinoisstate.edu/exhibits/2020/suffrage/

https://library.illinoisstate.edu/exhibits/2020/suffrage/


Q U E S T I O N S ? Rebecca Fitzsimmons
Special Collections Librarian, Milner Library, Illinois State 
University
rlfitzs@ilstu.edu

Instagram & Twitter: @ISUMilnerSPC


