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ABOUT ME

My key responsibility as the Early Experience Teaching 

Librarian is to provide curricular and co-curricular support 

to gateway courses, including courses in the University 

Writing Program and entry-level courses in the sciences, 

humanities, and social sciences. I earned a B.A. in History 

from the University of California, Irvine, ’90 and an M.L.I.S. 

from the University of California, Los Angeles, ’95. And 

have been with UCR since 1999.  



WHO WE ARE?

The UCR Library Teaching & Learning Services 

department centers our work around student success:

• We encourage curiosity and lifelong learning.

• We aim to identify, develop, and teach resources and 

tools to help learners thrive in their research-focused 

coursework.

• Our methods are grounded in evidence-based best 

practices in response to changing learner needs and 

learning environments.

• We strive to be reflective in our learner-centered 

pedagogical approaches and encourage and support 

creative approaches to teaching information literacy.

Teaching 

& Learning

Core 

Values



COURSE-RELATED INSTRUCTION

Library instruction sessions introduce students to a variety of 

information sources, effective strategies for conducting research, 

and the ethical use of information.

• Every session tailored to specific course outcomes

• Held in a computer lab or active learning space

• Ideally a collaboration with the course instructor and the 

librarian

• Runs the gamut from individual basic writing courses to large 

enrollment course such as business, history, biology labs, 

chemistry labs, etc.   



Booth, Char. "Build Your Own 

Instructional Literacy." American 

Libraries 41.6/7 (2010): 40-43.

Booth, Char. Reflective Teaching, 

Effective Learning: Instructional 

literacy for library educators. 

Chicago: American Library 

Association, 2011.

USER Model

https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2010/04/30/build-your-own-instructional-literacy/




BACKWARD DESIGN

Backward design as an iterative and creative 

process that ideally involves ongoing reflection 

and revision.

The three stages of backward design are:

1. Identify learning outcomes

2. Determine evidence and assessment

3. Design learning activities

Wiggins, Grant P., and Jay McTighe.

Understanding by Design, Expanded 2nd Edition.

Alexandria, VA: Association for Supervision and 

Curriculum Development, 2005.



Background History

4 DECADES OF SUPPORT

• Library support began in 1979, with 250 

students in a single quarter

• Today now Biology 5LA is being offered 

year-round, including during summer 

session, with 1,400-1,600 students per 

academic year.

COMPUTER-ASSISTED INSTRUCTION
• Transition to online tutorial in early 1990s

• Cooper, J. (1993). Using CAI to teach 

library skills. College & Research Libraries 

News, 54(2), 75-78. 

doi:https://doi.org/10.5860/crln.54.2.75

https://doi.org/10.5860/crln.54.2.75


Background History

2014-PRESENT

• iLearn Library Academy (LMS) tutorials 

created in 2014-2015

• Biology 5LA modules consisting of videos 

and four exercises/quizzes to assess the 

learner and utilized badging to recognized 

mastery of the content.

2017-2018

• Fall 2017 - Introduction of News Literacy 

• Spring 2018 - Biology 5LA News Literacy Evaluation 

Project Data Collection I (n=436)

• Fall 2018 - Biology 5LA News Literacy Evaluation 

Project Data Collection II (n=224)



RESEARCH STUDY

WHAT IS THE
IMPACT & 

EFFECTIVENESS 
OF OUR 

INSTRUCTION?

Research data collected in a Biology 5LA News 

Literacy Evaluation Project indicated what was 

being presented to our students, was not 

contributing to new knowledge and skills. Data 

analysis opened the door for a new direction in 

the lesson plan.

Changes were not made in isolation and 

included an intentional effort to restructure our 

various entry level instruction courses to 

develop a scaffolded information literacy 

pathway.



REDESIGN LESSON PLAN

UNDERSTAND HOW TO 

EVALUATE SOURCES OF 

INFORMATION

IDENTIFY DIFFERENT 

LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS

DEVELOP 

LEARNING GOALS, 

OBJECTIVES, & 

OUTCOMES

IDENTIFY AVAILABLE 

TOOLS & RESOURCES 

AUTHENTIC 

LEARNING

PROTOTYPE

DEPLOY THE LESSON 

PLAN

COLLECT DATA

ASSESS

REVISE, REUSE, REPEAT



TIMELY

AUTHENTIC & 

ACTIVE LEARNING

PLENTY OF 

MIS/INFORMATION 

SOURCES

THE NEW 
LESSON PLAN 

VACCINE 
HESITANCY



LESSON PLAN



UPDATE TOPIC

CREATE NEW 

LEARNING OBJECTS

CREATE NEW ASSESSMENT FEEDBACK

SARS-CoV-2

Rapid Redesign

Remote Asynchronous

Spring 2020



EQUITY

SOCIAL JUSTICE

INCLUSION

Future Revisions

Continuous Assessment, 

Revision, Reuse

Utilizing Universal Design for 

Learning (UDL) and Critical 

Pedagogy



Thank You!


