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OBJECTIVES
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Faculty-librarian 
collaboration -  
co-designing & 
co-teaching 

Seven elements of 
Metaliteracy in 
practice - 
course design, 
learning materials,   
& assignments



❏ Topic with limited scholarly 
research - Synanon

❏ Web-based information seeking 
habits of students

❏ Collective intent to
❏ foster strong habits of inquiry
❏ teach valued workplace skills

SEED FOR OUR PROJECT

Image by U.S. Department of Agriculture (Seedling) [CC BY 2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0) or Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons
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HABITS OF INQUIRY & REFLECTION 

❏ Identify, contextualize, and connect 

information in various formats

❏ Adapt and be flexible with multiple 

modalities/technologies

❏ Dig deeper and assess their own 

learning
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VALUED WORKPLACE SKILLS

❏ Productive use of technology
❏ Team engagement during research 

process
❏ Rigor in exploring a topic thoroughly
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RELIGIOUS COMMUNES IN THE UNITED STATES

OUR GOALS

❏ Religion - utopian & dystopian, 
acceptance & prejudices

❏ Religion and research - alive 
❏ Sources - multi-format with varying 

levels of access
❏ Information creation in open, 

participatory environment
❏ Learning - unlearning & relearning
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METALITERACY & ACRL FRAMEWORK

“Metaliteracy expands the scope of traditional information skills 
(determine, access, locate, understand, evaluate, and use information) to 
include the collaborative production and sharing of information in 
participatory digital environments (collaborate, produce, and share). 

This approach requires an ongoing adaptation to emerging technologies and 
an understanding of the critical thinking and reflection required to engage in 
these spaces as producers, collaborators, and distributors.”
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

"Information literacy is the set of integrated abilities encompassing the reflective discovery of information, the 
understanding of how information is produced and valued, and the use of information in creating new knowledge 
and participating ethically in communities of learning."

Image retrieved from http://metaliteracy.cdlprojects.com/what.htm
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Per ACRL Framework for Information Literacy for Higher Education 

Metaliteracy Model



METALITERATE LEARNER

1. Understand format 
type and delivery mode

2. Evaluate user 
feedback as active 
researcher
 
3. Create a context for 
user-generated 
information

Image retrieved from http://metaliteracy.cdlprojects.com/what.htm

4. Evaluate dynamic 
content critically

5. Produce original 
content in multiple 
media formats

6. Understand personal 
privacy, information 
ethics, and intellectual 
property issues

7. Share information in 
participatory 
environments
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CO-DESIGNING THE COURSE 
❏ Classroom - traditional lecture & 

learning communities 
❏ 29 sessions

❏ 3 library sessions
❏ 3 research days
❏ 3 film days
❏ 2 guest lectures
❏ 5 peer teaching
❏ 1 call to action day

❏ Multi-format learning materials
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 COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 
❏ Individual 

❏ Online reflections
❏ Research journals

❏ 5 groups - 5 topics
❏ re-search
❏ wikis
❏ blogs
❏ video/podcast/role play
❏ Self and group evaluations

❏ Class
❏ Resource compilation
❏ Website
❏ Peer teaching
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ML 1. Understand Format Type and Delivery Mode
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ML 2. Evaluate User Feedback as Active Researcher



Without context, a piece of information is 
just a dot  It floats in your brain with a lot 
of other dots and doesn't mean a damn 
thing. Knowledge is information-in-context 
... connecting the dots.

- Michael Ventura

.
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ML 3. Create a Context for User-Generated Information
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ML 4. Evaluate Dynamic Content Critically



Notre Dame de Namur University | Gellert Library

ML 5. Produce Original Content in Multiple Media Formats
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ML 6. Understand Personal Privacy, Information Ethics, and 
Intellectual Property Issues



ML7. Sharing Information in Participatory 
Environments 
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STUDENT REFLECTIONS



EVALUATIONS
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❏ Self/Group evaluations
❏ Assignment descriptions
❏ Wiki/Blog comments
❏ Rubrics
❏ Participation credit



SUCCESSES
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❏ Embedded librarian
❏ Consumers to Creators
❏ Collaboration skills
❏ Critical thinking
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FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION

❏ Multi-format sources of information
❏ YouTube video or podcast
❏ Expect frustration with technology and 

group work
❏ Time management for groups
❏ Lot of work and moving parts
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Questions

Feedback

Comments

Concerns 
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What are some of the challenges of faculty and 
librarian collaboration at your institution?

Have you already incorporated elements of 
metaliteracy into your information literacy 
program? If so, what are some of the 
similarities and differences? If not, what 
would you use from what we presented 
today? 

ACTIVITY QUESTIONS 
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